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[. Introduction

Good morninglohn 1:17says,'For the law was given through Moses; grace and trth came
through Jesus Christ.” These words speak of the profound difference batvidoses and Jesus. But what |
want to point out this morning is that the Biblgs#hat Moses is the author of the “law,” whichwisat the
Jews called the Pentateuch, which is the firsthweks of the Old Testament. A hundred years agmym
scholars did not accept Moses as the author, and sgen thought that writing was not in commoniase
Moses’ time. However, during the last fifty yeaascheologists have discovered tha* ;
writing was widely used in the Middle East a thousgears before the time of Mose |
For example, this photo shows a clay tablet filldth Sumerian writing that dates
from about 2,600 B.C, hundreds of years befordithe of Moses.

You can still find books that argue against Mdseisig the author of the
Pentateuch, but I think the evidence for Mosaitiarghip is strong, both inside and
outside the Bible. At the same time, it is certhiat Moses had older writings
available to him for reference, and it is likelattMoses sometimes included sections §
from those older writings. But Moses, guided by ity Spirit, is the one who put the |
words into their final form, so Moses is the prignauthor.(Painting: Moses and the Ter}
Commandments, by Philippe de Champaigne, 1808)

As we study Genesis, it is helpful for us to rerbenthat although Genesis is
history, Moses is writing with a purpose that istgulifferent than that of modern 7
historians. Moses is writing to teach Israel al®atl, and about how mankind should live. Becaudbase
purposes, Moses occasionally inserts teachingraatpretation into the history, and Moses also lisaary
devices such as repetition, poetry, metaphor, égaf speech, and even humor. These literary cehiekp
to make the main points of the teaching easienttetstand and remember. Let's read Genesis 2:15-25.

Il. Scripture: Genesis 2:15-25 (NIV)

[15] The Lord God took the man and put him in theeden of Eden to work it and take care of it.
[16] And the Lord God commanded the man, "You aee to eat from any tree in the garden; [17]
but you must not eat from the tree of the knowleoliggood and evil, for when you eat of it you

will surely die." [18] The Lord God said, "It is hgood for the man to be alone. | will make a
helper suitable for him." [19] Now the Lord God Hadmed out of the ground all the beasts of the
field and all the birds of the air. He brought themthe man to see what he would name them; and
whatever the man called each living creature, West its name. [20] So the man gave names to all
the livestock, the birds of the air and all thedis@f the field. But for Adam no suitable helper
was found. [21] So the Lord God caused the maaltanto a deep sleep; and while he was
sleeping, he took one of the man's ribs and clagettie place with flesh. [22] Then the Lord God
made a woman from the rib he had taken out of the, rand he brought her to the man. [23] The
man said, "This is now bone of my bones and fléshyflesh; she shall be called ‘woman,’ for
she was taken out of man." [24] For this reasoran wmill leave his father and mother and be
united to his wife, and they will become one flg&b] The man and his wife were both naked, and
they felt no shame.

lll. Teaching

Genesis 2:15%ays, The Lord God took the man and put him in the Garden of
Eden to work it and take care of it.” At this time, Adam is alone in Eden, but he




already has work to do. Although, in this paintiitdpoks like he is taking a coffee break. Theltris that
although we all like to take a break, human beargsnot happy when they have nothing to do. We teed
have meaningful work to do and we enjoy a feelihgazomplishment when we do it well. Of course, we
sometimes get frustrated with our jobs, but thame®s from living in a fallen world, where human
relationships are difficult and the work does riatag's go well. But work itself is good.

From last week, we remember that there are twoialpteees in the Garden o
Eden, the Tree of Life and the Tree of the KnowkedfiGood and Evil. These twc
trees represent choice, and they reveal that Gedikkan mankind a measure of
free will. Now, inGenesis 2:16-17God gives Adam a commaritfou are free to
eat from any tree in the garden; but you must not &t from the tree of the
knowledge of good and evil, for when you eat of ytou will surely die.”

The command speaks of freedom, the freedom tiy@atany tree in the garden. But there is one
exception, you must not eat from the tree of the knowledge ajood and evil.” And there is a
consequence that will come if this command is dégel,“you will surely die.” The Lord gives Adam wide
freedom, but with one rule to obey. Adam can chdaod®nor God and demonstrate his trust in God by
obeying. Or, Adam can choose unbelief and doulat dastroy his own life through disobedience. Stenetl.
We will see how Adam does next week.

A few weeks ago, back Benesis 1:31we read;God saw all that he had made, and it was very
good. And there was evening, and there was mornindghe sixth day.” At the end of the sixth day,
everything was very good. But in today’s passageave still in the middle of that sixth day, andsanesis
2:18the Lord God sayslt is not good for the man to be alone. | will male a helper suitable for him.”
Sometimes the Lord calls particular men and woroealife of singleness, and if you are one of those
people, then praise the Lord for that calling. Bigt general rule is|t'is not good for the man to be
alone.” We don'’t do very well alone. We need help. And npetiple should probably marry if they are able
to find a suitable partner. It doesn’t have to béodlywood movie style romance; in fact, those lias
romances often don't last.

Of course, there are a lot of jokes about marriabeard this one recentfA Sunday School teacher
was talking about marriage with the kids. He ask¥dhat does God say about marriage in the Bible?ieD
boy answered, “Father, forgive them, for they do kmow what they are doingMarried life is full of
challenges, and we need to be able to laugh alhwtuggles. But my own opinion is that if you dard a
good man or a good woman who believes in Jesusvhnds willing to make a commitment to build a
happy marriage with you, then you should serioaslkysider it. A marriage built on love for God and
commitment to one another may be much happier afsylater than a marriage built on a Hollywood
moment. Of course, you don’t want to marry someanedon't like, and you need to pray carefully fioe
Lord’s leading. But basically a Christian friendsls a good foundation for a marriagk.is not good for
man to be alone.”

We need help. God saw that Adam needed help ammbaned Genesis 2:18b), “I will make a helper
suitable for him.” Some people see the word, “helper,” and jump ¢éoctimclusion that the man is the boss
and the woman is his assistant. But that is a listike. Notice whaPsalm 118:7says, The Lord is with
me; he is my helper. | will look in triumph on my enemies.” Here, and in other Scriptures, God is called
our helper, but God is certainly not our assist&@ut;l is Lord over all. In the Bible, a helper is tthe who
comes to rescue you when you yell, “Help, help’dAalthough we usually don't like to admit it, weem
need a lot of help. So God provided for us a sietaklper.

But before creating woman, God brought the anirbafere Adam, and
Adam gave them names. This served at least twapasp First, it establisheq
man’s authority over the animals, because in ahtier@s naming something
had the meaning of claiming authority over it. lar@sis 1:28, God told the 4
man and the woman to rule over the animals; thiduoaily is confirmed here
in Adam’s naming of the animals. Second, to nameatiimals Adam had to
get to know each kind of animal in order to give #nimal an appropriate
name. Some people think this took place in jusvaltiours, but personally, | think it must have takevery
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long time. In any case, Adam named the animalsnbwuitable helper for Adam was found.

Genesis 2:21-22, “So the Lord God caused the manfall into a deep sleep; and while he was
sleeping, he took one of the man's ribs and closeg the place with flesh. Then the Lord God made a
woman from the rib he had taken out of the man, andhe brought her to the man.”Most English
translations saypne of the man’s ribs,” but the original language could also refer to alspart of a rib,
or even a part of the man’s side. Some interpreétess this as literal while others believe it isyanbolic
description; | tend to agree with the second vigither way, these words have deep symbolic meaning.

As the popular quote say¥Yoman was not made out of man’s head to
surpass him, nor from his feet to be trampled e flom his side to be equal tc
him, and near his heart to be dear to hiM/hile the man is in a deep sleep,
completely helpless, the Lord God comes and takesop the man and forms it|
into a helper for the man. A few years ago, a papoibok came outMen are
from Mars, Women are from Venu§:hat book emphasized the differences
between men and women. But the Bible places mophasis on what men ang
women have in common. The woman is different framman, yet she is made
from a part of the man, and is therefore of theesaraterial as man.

The man and the woman are of the same substarté)ey are each incomplete without the other. As
Paul proclaims il Corinthians 11:11-12“In the Lord, however, woman is not independent ofnan, nor
is man independent of woman. For as woman came froman, so also man is born of woman. But
everything comes from God.”Men and women need each other, and neither isleterglone. They may
have different roles in the household and in sgckeit men and women are equal in value and mytuall
dependent on one another.

Some Bible teachers strongly emphasize the tegehiBphesians 5 that speaks of a wife’s duty to
submit to her husband and a husband’s duty toha/evife. That teaching is important, but we nemd t
remember the larger context to make sure that weotlmisunderstand it. Paul wroteBphesians 5:21
“Submit to one another out of reverence for Christ: And 1 John 3:11 reminds us;This is the message
you heard from the beginning: We should love one ather.” In the full context, the Bible teaches mutual
love and mutual submission.

In Genesis 2:23the man joyously accepts the woman as his helplee, man said, "This is now
bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh; she shak lsalled 'woman,' for she was taken out of man.
And in Genesis 2:24Moses adds some interpretatitigr this reason a man will leave his father and
mother and be united to his wife, and they will beeme one flesh.”In this short verse, we can see three
keys to a happy marriage. There is a leaving, tingniand a becoming. The leaving speaks of a tesak
from the former life. The man leaves his father emather. He should still honor his parents, buishe
independent of them. Then the man is united wishwife by the covenant promises of marriage. Fynall
there is a process of becoming one; the man andifésover a period of years, grow so close to one
another that they are one, not just two individ@adgmore. Sometimes this process is called, “l&gvin
cleaving and weaving.” Leaving father and mothéeaging to his wife. And weaving the two lives irdne.

When married couples struggle, usually one ofdlsteps has been neglected. In Japan, it seems that
many marriages struggle because the man has realbrleft his father and mother. In America, mamngn
either skip the wedding and just live with theirfgiend, or they say the marriage vows but dotaé&e them
seriously. And around the world, many husbandsveimds fail to share their lives and grow togetleer t
become one. Are you struggling in your marriages?dri to the what the Scripture is saying. Men:deav
your father and mother and unite with your wifedAmen and women: weave your lives together ine on
If you want a happy marriage, you need to merge jroes into one. This takes time and it can bears
process because it involves letting go of someoaf yndividuality, but it is also a
blessed process with great rewards. But more thgihiag, the key to a happy
marriage is to invite God into the marriage anddek Him together as a couple.

A few years ago, there was a billboard advertisimgpaign that was designed to
call people back to God and back into church fedloyy. One billboard said:Loved




the wedding, invite me to the marriagesigned God.” | think that God loves Christianddang ceremonies.
But a Christian ceremony won’t do anything for ybappiness unless you also invite God into the iager
If husband and wife both make walking with the Largriority in their lives, then they will soon @rthat
they are also walking with one another in joy.

Genesis 2:25, “The man and his wife were both nakednd they felt no shame.”
Adam and Eve had nothing to hide from one another; saw and accepted each other | #
just as they really were. They also had nothinget@fraid of or ashamed of, because thé
had not sinned; they were innocent before God a&far® one another. As we saw back i
Genesis 1:31, at the end of the sixth day God ld@keall that He had created and it wad#i
very good.

This includes the relationship between a man andraan in marriage; which
includes the sex. One preacher compared sex wéthHire, when it is in the right place
for example, when it is in the fireplace or the king stove, is a wonderful thing that
warms us and helps us to meet many of our needsviBen fire gets into the wrong plac
it can destroy a home or even a city. Sex is varghnlike that. In the right place, within
the fireplace of marriage, it is a wonderful giften by God to mankind. But in the wron
place, it destroys homes and even societies.

IV. Closing

Adam and Eve were naked and they felt no shamet\Aliout us? Even on warm summer days, most
of us would never go outside without clothes. WBgause it is shameful and embarrassing to be naked
These feelings involve deeper issues than justdkiering of our bodies. You see, the problem is Weaall
have things to hide. We have all sinned and clgtisrsymbolic of our desire to cover our sin. Buke
12:2warns us that in the entfhere is nothing concealed that will not be discleed, or hidden that will
not be made known.”

Hiding our sins doesn’t work, because one dagfadlur hidden sins will be revealed.
But through the cross of Christ, God has provide@féective solution to the problems of
nakedness, sin and sharhelohn 1:9promises us;If we confess our sins, he is faithful
and just and will forgive us our sins and purify usfrom all unrighteousness.”By the
grace of God, through the process of confessiorr@mentance of sin, we can be forgiven,
restored, purified and made new.

A

Let us go to God now and confess our sinfulnedsask for His forgiveness. Let us go
to Him and ask Him to heal our marriages and onnilfas. Let us go to Him and ask Him to
do a new and wonderful work in our lives, in ountes, and in our society. Let’s pray

V. Closing Prayer



